28                     UNDECLARED    WAR
The small Liberal group led by Dr, Rassay held its
ground, but the Social Democrats, whose very survival
so near the German frontier was a remarkable anomaly,
were reduced from 11 deputies to j.
Thus Germany, against whom Hungary has no
defensive frontier, can now play more mischievously
than ever with the better emotions of the younger
generation and the natural desires of the peasantry by
keeping the question of agrarian injustice in evidence.
For both good and evil motives the old aristocracy,1
which most fully appreciates the German menace to
Hungary, is most hostile to any really fundamental
change in the distribution of land, and it is not unjust
to attribute the fall of M. Imredy from office to his
enthusiasm for land-reform as well as to his Nafcistic
proclivities, A small degree of land redistribution
is now necessarily under way, since everyone has to-day
been brought to admit the importance of the question,
While men like the Regent and Counts Bcthlen and
Paul Teleki are strongly opposed to the harsh anti-
Semitic laws which Berlin has undoubtedly thrust
upon them, they are perhaps glad enough to see the
few big Jewish landed estates divided up among
peasants, though this process can only stimulate a
cry for more and postpone the evil day.
(b) The Minority Aspect
The events of autumn 1938 and spring 1939 have
brought to Hungary a minority of some half million
Ruthenes or Ukrainians newly over-stimulated by
1 There are a certain number of Nazi Hungarian aristocrats like Count A.
Festetics and Count L. Sz<2chenyi, but they are few enough to be regarded
as exceptional.